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Title Interview with Laura Silvera Jaramillo

Date 8 March 2025

Medium born digital audio file

Description Audio file of interview with Laura Silvera. She was interviewed by 

Karina Alvarado on March 8, 2025 in Greenwich, CT. Laura Silvera was 

interviewed as part of the Connecticut Museum of Culture and History's 

Community History Project discussing moments of change in her life. Laura 

Carolina Silvera Jaramillo is a 35-year-old architect. Laura was born in 

Colombia, but she immigrated to the United States with her mom when she was 

5 years old. They were living in the United States with their family from her 

mother's side. Her mother died when she was 9 years old and her family took 

care of her after that. Laura’s father, Heidel Enrique Silveria, worked as a civil 

engineer and lived in Colombia her entire life. Heidel’s occupation inspired 

Laura to work towards an architecture degree. As Laura pursued her studies, her 

relationship with Heidel grew closer since they were able to discuss building 

materials and other aspects of architecture. Three months after Laura finished 

college, her father died of pancreatic cancer. The death of Heidel made her deal 

with not only his loss, but also the loss of her mother that she never truly 

processed. Laura reflects on how her life experiences, including her parents' 

deaths, have shaped her perspective on self-reliance, success, and gratitude. 

Laura discusses her Colombian heritage and the complexities of navigating her 

identity between Colombian and American cultures. She reflects on 
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reconnecting with her roots and the influence of her family's strong female 

figures on her identity and resilience. Laura describes her role as an architect 

and project manager, expressing enjoyment in solving problems and 

overcoming challenges at work. She also discusses the dynamics of working in a 

male-dominated field and the strategies she employs to assert her competence 

and authority. Laura shares her personal definition of success, which revolves 

around pride in her work rather than conventional markers such as wealth or 

titles.

Dimensions Duration: 38 Minutes, 23 Seconds


