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Title Infant's Dress

Date 1850-1851

Primary Maker Edwin H. Tomlinson

Medium Hand-stitched cotton and mother of pearl buttons

Description Infant's dress of white cotton with a woven check pattern. In front, 

the dress bodice and skirt are cut as one. The bodice is defined by three vertical 

strips of whitework embroidery, with piped edges. The skirt front is gathered 

into the bottom of each whitework strip. In back, the skirt and bodice are cut 

separately, and the skirt is cartridge-pleated to the bottom of the bodice, which 

has four drawstrings gathered within casings. The wide, square neckline is also 

controlled by a drawstring at the center back opening. The short sleeves are 

edged with points made by buttonhole-stitching over fine, white cotton fabric. 

Two rounded flaps cover the sleeves, meeting at the shoulderline under a single 

mother of pearl button. These flaps are also edged with the buttonhole-stitched 

points. The skirt has three 2 1/4-inch-deep tucks taken around it.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (length x width across top): 18 x 11in. (45.7 x 

27.9cm)


