Basic Detail Report

Title Punch Bowl Box

Date 1786-1792

Primary Maker Colonel Jeremiah Wadsworth

Medium Cherry, various light wood inlays, brass hardware

Description Rectangular, cherry punch bowl box in the Federal, or early
neoclassical, style. The top has applied molding at the front and side edges
consisting of ovolo, or thumbnail, molding over cove molding. The top of the
box has an inlaid fan, or patera, of light and dark wood in the center. This is
surrounded by a thin, light wood inlaid border around the edge of the top. The
front and each side are also outlined by a thin, light wood inlaid border. The
front and each side of the box have base molding, consisting of a cove over a tall
fillet, or vertical section of molding. The box sits on four ogee bracket feet that
project slightly behond the sides of the box and base molding. Hardware
consists of a brass lock escutcheon (replaced) at the top center front of the box,
a brass bail-and-pull on each side, and a pair of brass hinges (replaced) joining
the top to the back of the box. Interior. Each interior side of the box has a
cylindrical, leather pad stuffed with grass; these are joined to the side with a
brass nail at each end. The center interior bottom of the box has a turquoise
velvet-lined ring surrounding a velvet-lined pad (later addition); these are
tacked to the bottom. Condition: The top of the box has split, to the right of the
oval inlay. Portions of the oval inlay have been repaired. The molding around

the top is replaced. The underside of the box has split, near the front edge; this
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has been repaired with glue and a strip of artificial leather nailed to the
underside of the box over the split. The feet are re-glued. A square sheet of
colorless plastic is screwed into the underside of the lid, over the label. The
hinges and lock escutcheon are replaced. The box is refinished. Design and
Construction Details: The top is constructed of a board with an extra strip of
wood at the back; the molding is nailed to the front and sides of the board. Each
side is constructed of a single board; these are joined at the corners of the box
with mitered dovetails. Each corner has a varying number of dovetails, from 7 to
10. The bottom is constructed of a single board that is nailed to the underside of
the front, back and each side of the box. The base molding is nailed to the box,
covering the lower front and sides of the box and edge of the bottom. The ogee
bracket feet are constructed of thick molded ogee facing that is nailed to the
underside of the base molding and joined at the corner with a miter joint. Each
front foot has a small square corner block.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (overall height x width x depth): 9 1/8 x 18 15/16

x 18 1/2in. (23.2 x 48.1 x 47cm)
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