Basic Detail Report

Title Milk Pot

Date about 1800-1820

Primary Maker Unknown

Medium Wheel-thrown Chinese export porcelain with overglaze black enamel
and gilding

Description Round, Chinese export porcelain milk pot with hand-painted
overglaze black enamel and gilding, a technique of decorating ceramics known
as grisaille. The milk pot has a narrow foot that swells to a round form in the
body, then narrows again at the neck before forming a spout. A handle,
consisting of two strands of extruded porcelain that are twisted together, has
been applied opposite the spout. Four clusters of abstract floral decorations
have been applied where the handle meets the body of the milk pot. These have
been decorated with black enamel. The foot is decorated with a line of black
enamel arrows. The side of the milk pot, opposite the handle, is decorated with
a cluster of flowers in black enamel with gilt highlights. The rim of the milk pot
has a border of gilding and black enamel in abstract geometric shapes and
straight lines. The glaze on the inside top of the rim was removed at the time of
manufacture, perhaps to accommodate a lid. Dirt has accumulated on several
exterior spots of the milk pot.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (height x width including handle x depth): 5 x 3

1/8 x 1 3/4in. (12.7 x 7.9 x 4.4cm)
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