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Title Bonnet

Date about 1845-1855

Primary Maker Mary Anna Warner

Medium Hand-stitched braided straw or grass with silk lining, silk ribbon trims 

and net, cotton linings, and wire

Description Woman's bonnet of black straw or grass braid, 1/4 inch wide, with 

wide silk ribbon trim. The brim, approximately 4 1/2 inches wide at the center 

top, flares out away from the face. The bottom corners of the brim are pointed 

and lower than the line of the back of the neck. The join between the deep brim 

and crown is decorated with a 2 3/8-inch-wide black silk ribbon draped and 

folded over the top of the bonnet. The edge of the brim is shaped with wire, 

which continues around the back of the brim. The crown is about four inches 

deep and five inches in diameter at the back. A curtain of black silk, lined with 

brown lace, is pleated in the center, and stitched right-sides-together along the 

base of the crown and down to the inside of the brim points. The inside of the 

brim is lined with a very light black silk for 3 1/2 inches, with the side of the 

crown lined in a loosely woven black fabric. The proper left side has a double tie 

with a three-inch-wide, black silk ribbon and a narrower (7/8-inch-wide) ribbon 

folded and stitched to the proper right front point. The proper right side 

currently has a black twill tape stitched to the point; this is probably not original.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (height x width x depth): 9 x 10 1/4 x 7in. (22.9 x 

26 x 17.8cm)


