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Title Woman's Vest

Date about 1885-1895

Primary Maker Unknown

Medium Hand-stiched silk and wool, with metallic gold cord, paper, and gold 

metallic thread-covered wooden ornaments

Description Womans's zouave-influenced bolero vest of black wool, heavily 

ornamented with gold cording, laid in swirls and arabesques. The cording is 

worked on the wool with a heavy paper backing, which is covered by the lining 

fabric. (Similar vests in the Connecticut Historical Society collection reveal this 

construction.) The armholes are edged in narrow braid. The neckline edge, 

continuing down the curved front opening and around the bottom, is edged 

with thick metallic cording. Below the neckline, the cording is additionally 

ornamented with large gold balls attached by wire loops to form a tasselled 

effect. The vest is lined with cream-colored satin.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (length x width): 15 x 16 1/2in. (38.1 x 41.9cm)


