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Title Bonnet

Date about 1860-1863

Primary Maker Filley family

Medium Hand-stitched silk, cotton, wire, machine-made linen lace

Description Woman's "spoon" bonnet of brown and white silk gingham, 

trimmed with black and white lace and lavender silk ribbon. The brim of the 

bonnet flares up straight above the head, tapering to narrow sides along the 

face. From the side, the bonnet brim slopes back to the crown, which is round 

and flat and fitted closely to the head. The silk is gathered on wires and stiffened 

with buckram to form the shape. The curtain at the back of the neck (or bavolet) 

is a pleated flounce of the silk gingham, trimmed along the bottom edge with 

white net, stitched with loops of black velvet ribbon. A self-fabric rosette 

decorates the top of the brim. The inside of the brim flares above the face and is 

trimmed at the top with gatherings of black and white tulle and lace and a 

lavender silk ribbon bow. The tulle and lace edges a narrower lavender silk, 

which is pleated down the sides of the bonnet brim, ending in black silk ribbon 

ties. A narrow band of black silk is stitched along the inside edge of the brim 

where it joins the crown.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (height x width x depth): 13 1/2 x 9 x 7 3/4in. 

(34.3 x 22.9 x 19.7cm)


