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Title Dress

Date about 1870

Primary Maker Unknown

Medium Hand-stitched and machine-stitched cotton, with bobbin lace and 

cotton-covered buttons of unidentified material

Description Woman's day dress and matching sash of white cotton printed with 

a small, scattered motif in brown of a flower and leaves. The dress, which closes 

in the back with eight self-covered buttons, has a yoked bodice of ruched self-

fabric, trimmed along the bottom edge with bobbin lace. The lower half of the 

bodice is gathered into the yoke and into the waistband. The sleeves are set 

smoothly into the slightly lowered armscye seams. They end in self-fabric ruffles 

around the wrists. The waistband is 2 1/8 inches wide. The skirt is slightly 

gathered in front and more closely gathered in the back. Two tiers of flounces 

encircle the bottom of the skirt, which has a three-inch hem. The dress is 

unlined. The separate sash (.b) consists of a narrow waistband, with two eleven-

inch-wide tails of self-fabric at the center back; each tail is pulled up into a deep 

loop and trimmed along the bottom edge with bobbin lace.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (center back length x width across shoulders x 

hem circumference): 52 1/4 x 15 x 84in. (132.7 x 38.1 x 213.4cm) Other (length): 

26 1/4in. (66.7cm) Other (width of waist, while open): 27 1/4in. (69.2cm)


