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Title Purse

Date about 1840-1880

Primary Maker Unknown

Medium Hand-stitched and embroidered wool on linen canvas, with silk lining, 

glass button, and metal stiffening strip

Description Woman's purse of canvaswork, worked with wool in a vertically 

striped design of overlapping diamonds in shades of blue, green and blue, and 

shades of coral with white. The spaces in between are purple. The bottom has a 

border of olive green and white horizontal sawtooth stripes. A triangular flap 

covers the top opening; it fastens with a clear glass button. The front top edge is 

stiffened with a strip of metal. The purse flap is lined with pale olive green silk 

with woven orange stripes. The body of the purse is lined with pink twill-woven 

silk. The carrying handle is a twisted green, olive, and pale pink wool cord.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (height x width): 6 1/8 x 5 3/4in. (15.6 x 14.6cm)


