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Description Oral history interview with Claudine Siegel who was interviewed by
Judge Raymond R. Norko on April 25, 2001 for the Connecticut Bar Foundation's
History of Connecticut Women in the Legal Profession Project. Topics Discussed:
- Early Life: Claudine Siegel was born on May 23, 1935, in Antwerp, Belgium. Her
father was born in Poland and moved to Belgium at nine months old. - WWII: On
May 10, 1940, her family fled Belgium as the Nazis marched in, driving to France.
The family continued moving through France, eventually reaching the Spanish
/French Frontier, and entering Spain. Her father was placed in a detention camp
for about ten months as Poland had fallen. Her mother worked to get her father
released, and they eventually traveled to Portugal, then to the United States in
1941. - Arrival to USA: Upon arriving in the U.S., they lived on the Upper West

Side of Manhattan, New York City. Her father, previously a hosiery manufacturer

in Antwerp, became a diamond dealer in New York. Her mother was a housewife.

- Early Education: Claudine Siegel attended public school in New York City. For
high school, she attended Hunter High. While in high school, Claudine worked
odd jobs like babysitting, being a secretary, and a camp counselor. She had
Hebrew School, piano, art, and French lessons. - College and Early Career: She
received a New York State scholarship, which enabled her to attend Barnard

College. She majored in History/Sociology and graduated in February 1956. She
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decided to go to law school after her graduation. She joined a firm located in a
mansion on Madison and 5th Avenue, New York, with Mr. Amen and Mr. Weisman
as partners. She stayed at this firm for three years, primarily working on anti-
trust cases, specifically for the Carvel Corporation. She left the firm because she
became pregnant and the firm had a rule against women working while
pregnant. - Later Career and Life: After leaving the law firm, she stayed home to
raise her children. She pursued a Master's in Early Childhood Education at
Columbia Teacher's College. She became involved in real estate, eventually
becoming a partner in a firm that was later sold to W.R. Grace. She later taught
at a Greenwich school in Connecticut, teaching in a program for emotionally
disturbed children.

Dimensions Duration: 1 Hour, 31 Minutes, 5 Seconds
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