Racir Detail Rennrt

L Commentary on the Flood

"Horricane Diane, the second tropical
storm of the season iz veering away
frem the northeast® was the weather
repart on Thursday, August 18th. How-
ever the torrential rains which Conn-
ecticut and the eastern seaboard was
experiencing gave mo lmdication of the
storms abating.

On Friday morning mny of our employ-
eeg found it difficult to get to work-
those reporting told steries of wash-
ocats, rising rivers, and streams, and
2 general concern for their homes and
properties abdlity to withstand the
continuing storm. The rains continued
and if anything seemed to be increas-
ing in intensity,

The Park River, flowing north & scuth,
by this time (8:15 A.M,) had started
overflowing its banks,

At B:30 A M, the Park River continued
te rise posing an immediate threat to
the main plamt.

At 9:00 A.M, suwrface water started
coming inte the Press Room and a hur-
ry-up call was made for two sump pumps
to assist In throwing the creeping
waters from the sub-basement.

At 10:00 AM. the pumps arrived and
were immediately pressed into service,

The surface water contimmd to rise
and started flowing through the Fress
Room door and tlrough the low-1lying
windewss

At 10:05 A M. parts in process,inspec—
tion equipment,raw stock m ferdal,time
cards, dies, paper work, and movable
fueniture were moved awvay from the on=
rushing water and out of the Press
Root.

10:1% A.M, = Fress operators, who by
this time had water to cope with in
4ripping the machine pedals, were told
Lo leave the floor.

Thers was no evidence of a slowing up
of the water and it appeared that com—
plete evapuation eof the area was im-
minent.,

10:30 A.M, - The cesspool in the tumb-
ling room, drains in the Press Hoom
and water in the toilets started back-
ing up.

10:15 4.M, - Water was now a foot and
a half deep - evacuation of costly
dies and equipment continued.

10:50 AM. = The Park River overflowed
and its waters, coupled with the sur-
face water started oreeping into the
parking area, storage shed, and into
the Press Room.

11:00 AM. ~ Water was walst high and
furniture. compressors, and other de-
bris was floating in tha water.

11:10 AM. = Water was 5 feet deep and
the madn switch was ordered pulled to
provast  iba  elostrooution of those
working ir the wctar.

At 11:15 AM. - operating without
light= an! with debri=s flsating every—
where, sveryore was ordered cut of the
Press Room.

12:30 P.M, = water had reached ceiling
haight - 9 feet - coming as far as the
tep step in the basemsnt (Tool Room
and Repalr Department).

Frecautions were them taken and all
material en the floor in the Tool Room
and Repair Department was placed on
benches,

Howewer the rains stopped after a re-
cord breaking accumlation of 1l inch-
es in 2l hours, and the immediate
threat appeared ended.

The following day (Saturday) saw the
start of a remarksble, efficient, and
rapid rehabilitation,

One week later it was hard to visual-
ize the damage and havee the plant had
incurred.

"Pusiness as wusual® was the word on
llﬂ'ﬂax- pugust 25th, and the events of

the previous week seemed a distant mem-
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Flood." The article provides a timeline of how quickly the waters of the Park
River began to rise and eventually flood the surrounding areas.
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