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Pisanki

POLIZE EASTER EGGS

Decorating Easter sggs is a charming and golorful Polish eustom dating bask to early Polish blstory,
a form of exquisite folk art still prevalest to this day in Poland, Just as the sostumes vary in the many
distrietn in Poland, so the eggs differ, too, in ealor snd design.

Thers are three main techniques of decorating Pisankl Egps dyed a solid color throogh beiling or
soakicg in & dye are called Ernszonds, Malowsaki or Byeski, Eggs on whick the ootline of birds, fowers
and animels are delicately seratebed with abarp lnatroments after being enoked are called Skrobazki or
Eysowanki. Epgs batiked - that is, artistic designs that are stehed with beeswaz and dipped in eoloring
fluids severa]l times mre colled Pisgnbd The Krossanki are popolar in sastern Poland, Skrobesks in northe
ern Poland, and Pisenki are designed in all parts of the coantry.

For etehing, the Poles use varions instruments hearing treditional names: The Kulks, Pisak, Radelek,
Ewaczyk and Histkn, The band made toal used mogtly b the kirthe, abs, an ordinary pin stock intn the
erpser end of o pentil, or & nail with a small head hemmered geotly inte the bead of & small phece of wood
or clothespin. The metallie end of a shoestring also s used by pessant willage folk to ereate simpls de
signg oo eolored eggs. A sharpemed motch-stick can be used, too.

In the past, vegetable dyes were prepased by boma methods. For examples s yellow dye was made from
omicn peels, saffron, or eeraway seed; red, from beet juiee; green, from spinach, young rye or alder hark;
beown, from sbder bark, cak bark, tea or coffes; blue, from logwood or mallow; black, from alder bark or
alder pussies. The dves were prepared by boiling the substanes in water until the desired shade was ob-
tained, then struined throogh s piecs of cheess cloth. To make the eolors more luminous, & littls vinegnr
was added.

Food eoloring in Lquid or tablet form is naed now; alan, ansline (shemical dyea), or vegetable coloring
in pawder form. Fabric dyes may be used nlso for & greater wariety of eolors. However, eggs dyed with
ehemical or fabriz dyes eannot be enten. Heautifully decorsted, they arg & comversation piece and g lifs
tims Esstor mementa,

Title Brochure: Polish Easter Eggs & Wycinanki

Date c. 2000

Medium paper

Description Handouts describing Polish Easter Traditions, produced by the
Polish Cultural Club of Greater Hartford. 2015.196.88.31: handout, Pisanki,

Polish Easter Eggs, Polish Cultural Club of Greater Hartford 2015.196.88.32:
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handout, Folk Paper-Cuts, “Wycinanki” , Polish Cultural Club of Greater
Hartford 2015.196.88.33: handout, Polish Easter of My Childhood, Polish Cultural

Club of Greater Hartford 2015.196.88.34: handout, The Legend of the Easter Egg,

Polish Cultural Club of Greater Hartford
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