Saint Maron

Saitt Maron was barn in the middle of the 41h cetury ness
of Cymius in Syrie. He was a priest who lue
= 8 hermit 10 2 mouniain of Tounss in the region of
Cyrrhiss, near Anticch. His boliness and miraches sttmeted
mamy followers.

Mimon's way was deeply monstic with smphasis on (b
spiritual and nseetic aspects of living. He embroced fhe
gqaiet selitade of the mountsin life. He lived his il in open
air exposed 10 1he forces of niture such & sun, ran, bl
i smow, His extreardinary desie to come to know God's
presence in 2l things allowsd him to transcend such forees
and discover 1hat intisate mmian with Ged, He was able o
free himself from the physical world by his passion sd
fervar fur praver ard enter int & mystical relationship of
love with G

At the age ol seventy, in year 410 AC, sod after completing
his hely misssan, Maroa died peacefully while sumounded
by his disciples and followers. Hie dissiples buill a buge
monastery in honor of his neme, nearby the Orontes River
located @t the Lebaness-Syrian bordens. The monasssry
served for hupdreds of years s @ pillar for Failh,
Educatian, Martyrdom and Holmess.

The Maroniles bedd fast to the beliefs of the Council of
Chaleedon in 451. When 350 monks were lain by the
Mancphysites of Antinch, the Masonites soughl sefuge in
the moustaing of Lehmon, The surviving prissis moved to
e Mounszing of Lebwnca whene with the Lebasese peeple
they were suctesaful in establishing the Marcain: Nitica,
They coavericd the Lebanese Movntin 10 & Fort of Faith
i a symbul of Martyrdom, Enderance and Pemsevesance.

History of our Church

In 1975, the Rev. Joseph F. Kaddo, founder and
Administrator of the then Maronite Mission of
Miami, FL was iransferred to Waterbury to undertake
& new missbon. For many years Rev, Thomas Dwyer
Pastar of Saint Margaret Church in Waicrbury,
opened his church and restory to Rev. Kaddo and his
parishioners, Also, the Ehden Lebancas American
Club generously meds their elub facility available for
Sundny Linurgy and many fund-raising activities. A
parcel of land, three acres, located i the Enst
Moumtain arsa of town was bought in 1978, but the
closing did ot heppen untl February 1980, In
Ociober 1981 the construction begun and the church
wag dedicated and consecraied on October 17, 1982
This was only made possible though the faith, love,
concern and support of the people of the Greater
Waterbury Area and its pastor, Fourleen years later, #
neer home located across from the Chorch was
purchased. This home presently serves a5 the rectory
of Our Lady of Lebanon Church In the next sixteen
vears, the Church spensored mimy events to benefit
its parishzoners. One of Our Lady of Lebanon’s most
memorable celebraicns was that of Father Kadde's
chevation te Maonsignor while he served as our Pastos.
Shorily thereafier, Monsignor Joseph F. Kaddo was
prommeted fo Viear General of the Eparchy of 8t
Maron Brooklyn, NY. As o resull, Ged blessed us
again with our new Pasior, Monsignes David M.
George. Monsignor David had worked hord and
successfully continued b0 bring our community
tngether as a fumily. In July 2006, Monsignor David
was transferred from Waterbury and Rev. Charbel
Semann was named the Pastor until September 200
when Bishop Gregory Mansour named Rev, Maji
Kiwan to become our laterim Administrator then the
Pastor effective June 27, 2008,
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