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Title Dress

Date about 1894
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Primary Maker Mary Ellen Pike

Medium Machine-stitched and hand-stitched silk and cotton, with non-ferrous 

metal hooks and eyes, and unidentified boning (probably baleen)

Description Woman's dress consisting of a bodice (.a) and a skirt (.b), of green 

velvet and figured satin woven in a bow design in white and black on sage green. 

The bodice has a 1 3/4-inch-high standing band collar of the green velvet, edged 

along the top with a double row of piping in the figured satin. The dress has full 

sleeves, gathered into two large puffs, and tapering to a tight wrist. Over the 

sleeves are gathered wings of the figured satin, which taper to the pointed waist 

at the front and the back. The center front opening fastens with hooks and eyes. 

The bodice is fitted with two 8 1/2-inch-long darts on either side of the front, 

while the back is constructed in eight pieces for a close fit. All seams and darts 

are boned. The bodice is lined with tan-colored cotton sateen printed with a 

white aster-like design and fine brown stripes. An extension of the lining fabric 

with hooks and eyes is stitched at the waistline to provide extra stability. 

Another extension of the figured satin covers the bodice opening from behind 

for a length of 11 1/4 inches from the neckline down. The bottom edge of the 

bodice is lined for a depth of one inch with green silk satin. All seam allowances 

are bound with peach silk tape. The front panel of the skirt is made of the 

figured satin, while the sides and back are made of the velvet. The bottom of the 

skirt across this front panel is bordered with lengths of the velvet knotted 

together, with the knot ends pulled up vertically. The figured satin is gathered 

into a ruffle under this trimming of the velvet. The front of the skirt is smoothly 
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fitted into the 7/8-inch-wide waistband, made of the figured satin. The skirt is 

cartridge-pleated across the center back. The center back opening extends 

eleven inches and fastens with two large hooks and eyes, mounted one behind 

the other, at the waistband. The lining of the skirt is plain-woven brown cotton, 

with a facing and scalloped ruffle of finely ribbed green silk stitched inside the 

hem.

Dimensions Bodice (center back length x width across sleeves): 20 1/4 x 23in. 

(51.4 x 58.4cm) Skirt (center back length x hem circumference): 120 1/2 x 51in. 

(306.1 x 129.5cm)


