
Basic Detail Report

Page  of 1 2

Title United States Flag

Date 1861-1865

Primary Maker Unknown

Medium Hand-stitched: Plain woven cotton; stars and white stripes, plain woven 

wool; red stripes

Description American flag consisting of 36 stars and 13 red and white stripes. 

The 13 alternating horizontal red and white stripes start with a red stripe at the 

top and end with a red stripe on the bottom with the canton resting on a red 

stripe. The red stripes are made of wool and the white stripes are cotton, with 

the stripes hand stitched together. The canton is made of 3 separate pieces of 

blue wool sewn together horizontally and then stitched to the stripes. The 

canton contains 36 appliquéd white cotton stars, of which 30 are large and 6 are 

small. The 30 large stars are arranged in 6 horizontal rows of 5, with the 
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orientation of the points being random. Two of the smaller stars are added 

between the first and second row between the first and second star and the 

fourth and fifth star. Two more of the smaller stars are added between the third 

and fourth rows, between the first and second star and fourth and fifth star. The 

last two of the stars are added between the fifth and sixth row, between the first 

and second star and the fourth and fifth star. The orientation of the points on 

the smaller stars is random as well. The flag has no header on its hoist end.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (height x width): 41 x 57in. (104.1 x 144.8cm) 

Other (canton height x width): 19 x 20 1/2in. (48.3 x 52.1cm)


