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Title Dress

Date 1874

Primary Maker Fannie Abigail Tibbals

Medium Machine-stitched and hand-stitched cotton, with silk cording.
Description Young woman's graduation dress of very sheer and lightweight,
cream-colored cotton muslin, consisting of two parts, a bodice (.a) and a skirt (.
b). The bodice extends over the hips with two panels; these panels are edged
with a self-ruffle which continues up the center front opening and around the
back of the neck. There is no fastening for the opening. The ruffles are bordered
with a single, thin silk cord threaded through the fabric. The sleeves are cut with
an upper and lower seam like a coat sleeve, and are decorated around the wrist
openings with a flounce topped by a band of gathered self-fabric. Two long tails
of self-fabric are gathered into the center back of the bodice. One of the tails has
been looped up with crude stitches; it is not clear if this is an original treatment.
There is no evidence that the other tail was looped up in the same manner. The
skirt has a train. It is decorated across the front with three bands of gathered
self-fabric. The lower ruffled band continues across the back of the skirtas a
header for a flounce. The skirt is pulled up in a low bustle effect in the back. The
skirt is flat in the front and over the hips, and is closely gathered at the center
back. Itis completely unlined, as is the bodice.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (bodice front length x width across shoulders):

27 x 16in. (68.6 x 40.6cm) Bodice (length of tails extending from back): 57in.
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Basic Detail Report

(144.8cm) Skirt (center front length): 38in. (96.5cm) Skirt (center back length):

57in. (144.8cm) Other (waist circumference): 24 1/2in. (62.2cm)
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