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Basic Detail Report

Date 5 June 1862

Primary Maker Unknown

Medium Machine-stitched and hand-stitched silk and cotton, with unidentified
boning, linen lace, silk thread-covered wooden buttons, and brass hooks and
eyes

Description Woman's three-piece dress, consisting of a bodice (.a), skirt (.b), and
sash (.c), made of pale gray-green silk. The bodice is styled with a high, round
neckline, dropped shoulder, and slightly high, round waistline (measuring about
six inches at the side, under the armscye seam). It closes at center front with
eleven small, domed buttons covered with matching silk thread in a spiral
pattern. Brass hooks and eyes offer further stability of the opening. The fitting is
achieved by two six-inch darts on either side of the opening. Around the bodice
at shoulder level is a ruffle of self-fabric with pinked edges over a 4 1/4-inch
flounce of handmade Brussels lace. The center back of the bodice is decorated
with a fan of pleated self-fabric at the waistline. The coat sleeves are trimmed
above the wrist openings with three rows of the self-fabric ruffle, and the wrists
are trimmed with a one-inch ruffle of Brussels lace. The bodice is lined with plain
white cotton. The darts and left side of the opening are boned. The side seams
were let out and the waistband extended when the owner wore the dress for her
25th wedding anniversary. The skirt is mostly flat in front, with only one pleat on
the right side to balance the skirt opening which is left of center. There is one
more pleat over each hip, and the back of the skirt is cartridge-pleated. The skirt

is lined with a starched, white, open-weave fabric. The bottom of the skirt is
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lined for 15 1/4 inches with white glazed cotton; it also shows evidence of having
been altered. The back panels of the skirt have been pieced 6 1/4 inches from
the top, and there are old stitch marks indicating another alteration. There in an
in-seam pocket on the right side. The sash is a 1 1/2-inch-wide belt of self-fabric,
with one pleat taken throughout its length, and lined with the stiff fabric like the
skirt. At the center back is mounted a double tail, each about ten inches wide
and edged with the self-fabric ruffle. Over the tails is a doubled-over, pleated fan
of self-fabric.

Dimensions Bodice (length x shoulder width ): 15 3/4 x 18in. (40 x 45.7cm) Skirt

(length ): 42in. (106.7cm) Hem (circumference ): 162in. (411.5cm)
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