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Title Interview with Judge Barbara M. Quinn

Date 2016 November 3

Primary Maker Barbara M. Quinn

Description Oral history interview with Judge Barbara M. Quinn who was 

interviewed by Judge A. Susan Peck on November 3, 2016 for the Connecticut 

Bar Foundation's History of Connecticut Women in the Legal Profession Project. 

Topics Discussed: - Early Life : Barbara M. Quinn was born in Kiel, Germany, 

1944, during World War II and spent her early years near Frankfurt. Her father, a 

physician, became a professor at the University of Heidelberg. - Move to the U.S. 

and Childhood : Barbara and her family immigrated to the U.S. in 1950 when she 

was six years old, following her father who came in 1949 to work at the 

Biomedical Research Laboratory at the submarine base in New London. Upon 

arrival, they spoke no English and she started first grade in Charlestown, Rhode 

Island. - Family: Barbara Quinn speaks of her three brothers - a businessman, 

consultant manager, and a physician and researcher. After a year in 

Charlestown, Rhode Island, her family moved to Old Lyme, Connecticut, where 

she grew up. - School: At fourteen, she returned to Germany for two years to 

attend a private school in Stuttgart. She graduated high school from Norwich 

Free Academy, where she attended her senior year to take calculus. - College 

Education: Barbara attended Bryn Mawr College on a full scholarship that 

covered tuition, room, and board. She majored in Art History. - Early Work 

Experiences: At sixteen, she worked at the First National Food store in Old 
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Saybrook. Then, she worked as a chambermaid on Cape Cod. - Law School: After 

years of raising her children, she decided to pursue law. She applied to Emory 

University School of Law in Atlanta, Georgia in 1974, and was accepted. She 

transferred to the University of Connecticut for her third year but graduated 

from Emory in 1977. She was involved in moot court and worked part-time for a 

legal research firm. - Early Legal Practice: After being admitted to the bar in 

Connecticut in November 1977, Judge Quinn began working at Greenberg and 

Hendel in New London. The firm handled business practice for dentists and 

doctors, real estate, zoning, family law, small criminal cases, and collections. - 

Forming Greenberg, Anders and Quinn : After three years at Greenberg and 

Hendel, she became a partner, and the firm became Greenberg, Anders and 

Quinn. She stayed with this firm for 11 years before leaving in 1988 to form a firm 

in New London, Quinn and Andrews. The new firm continued similar work, with 

Barbara focusing on family practice and general civil litigation. - Involvement in 

Legal Profession Activities: She was involved in the local Bar Association, 

becoming President in 1983. In 1984, she was appointed an Attorney Trial 

Referee. She was also involved with the Connecticut Bar Examining Committee 

for 27 years, appointed in 1986, and became Vice Chair in 1990. She served on 

the policy committee for the National Conference of Bar Examiners for 14 years. 

- Judge: After being appointed to the bench, Judge Quinn started in the 

Geographical Area Court, handling lower-level criminal matters. She then moved 

to the Special Docket in Middletown for child protection cases, specifically 

termination of parental rights, where she served for four years and tried 
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approximately 40 cases in her first year. - Chief Administrative Judge for Juvenile 

Matters: In July 2005, Judge Quinn became the Chief Administrative Judge for 

Juvenile Matters in the state - Chief Court Administrator: After her role as Chief 

Administrative Judge for Juvenile Matters, she also served as Chief Court 

Administrator. - Reflections on Judicial Career: Judge Quinn believes that the 

most challenging part of being a judge is writing decisions and articulating the 

reasons for them. Her mediation background significantly informed her role as a 

judge and administrator, helping her find collaborative solutions. Mashantucket 

Pequot Tribal Court.

Dimensions Duration: 8 Minutes, 54 Seconds


