
Basic Detail Report

Page  of 1 2

Title Martha Benton

Date June 1857

Primary Maker Unknown

Medium Daguerreotype; silver-plated copper plate in brass mat package in 

tooled leather-covered wooden case; red velvet pad in left side of open case

Description Sixth plate daguerreotype of Martha Benton at the age of 71 in 1857. 

She is wearing a dress with vertical pleats along the bodice, bishop sleeves with 

caps/epaulettes at the upper arm, and what appears to be a rounded waistline. 
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It looks as though the dress fastens in the front. There is a piece of white (or light-

colored) fabric worn either under the neckline of the dress or attached to it, and 

this is fastened with a brooch. On her head, she wears a daycap with frills 

around her her face. It is positioned toward the back of her head so that one 

ringlet is visible peeking out from the left side of her face. She is sitting in an 

ornately carved chair.

Dimensions Plate (height x width): 3 × 2 3/4in. (7.6 × 7cm) Other (case height x 

width x depth): 3 5/8 × 3 1/8 × 1/2in. (9.2 × 7.9 × 1.3cm)


