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Inntha 18805 and 135075, hidoen ndigencus autural practices fave
becom i p Ingpired by Nt

menls @ galheings in Latin America and the Uritad Stales, and
angured by calabrations of f1e Calumbus Cuncantenary in 1992, 2
variely af groups and individuals have come forward 1o peoclaim
Tainc idantity and to aresent a diferant versicn of history than thal
fewnd in textbooss and miseums, In 1991, the Asociacian Indipsna
Talng {Taine Indgencus Assocition) was formed in New Yark, I
‘was Ioflowad by groupe such as Neoidn Taina (Taino Matian) and
1he Consejs General ds Talngs Boncanss |The Ganeral Courcil ol
Borinquen Taings), with ranches in Puerlo Aioa and e U5,

Seme Tana cublural acivisls argue that their movemant is athric
and epritual, rof polifical They are Sghting for recogniion of tham-
sahves B3 a paople and for 1he preservatian of natural and sacred
=spaces within Puana Rico. Alang with memiers of the crganized
T graups, thesy work 4 1aise awaraness of contemperany Taino
cutune, develiping livks to cthar native peaples thraughaut North
America, Latin America, and the Canbbaan. They practice radl-
Sonal music, dance, end religian; and hold conferences and areiles
Ther artisic expressions have Decn developed rom a variety of
sources inchuding careful nesearch, staries and mamanies from their
famikes, and cbeavations of related indigenous cubures sl prac-
ficed in many arazs throughout the Caribbaan and Latin America.
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\Withi all  ferment, T: ivists sush as Rabedo Mo

Boerar asks Now axperts can say fial “he biotogical, cubural, and
pisical traifs axist, but the Tanas themsetvas do not axst”
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Herencia Taina: Legacy and Life
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It b5 movanes 1 500 yaars since Calumbus ceme (o this hemisphara,
and conturies after e Taira Indians ere supposed to have disap-
peared from Puaro Rico: In tha 1980°s end 19505, hawswer, groups
hawe emerged in Puero Rico 2nd the Uniled Slates whe Fave 2
differens slory to lell. Sush groups, made up of peagls with sirong
pessonal claims ¥ a Tana legacy, assert #1al the Taincs never acli-
ally died ool @ athar 3 paaple or & suburs,

Wil soma archagclogists gather evidenca ol what they beleveto
be a cead culture. ather scholars and Taing activists point o indg-
enaus Feways that have bean preseeved within many famiies and
cammurities. Botn these who baleve the Taincs are wxtinct, and
Thase wh ton't, adagl ancent matils and syricls fo mocern usa,
Tha candngs, songs, dancas, end peintings of arfists such as Rabera
Muzar Barera, Mainia ¥siliatn Coaybay ez, Imna Armaya
and Graciels Quificnas 1l the slory af a cublure that is il 2 livng
ferce In thair hves.
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