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Title Lao Community New Year Celebration at the Lao Temple, Morris, 

2019

Date 2019 April 14

Medium born digital photography

Description 2015.196.398.1: Image of families gathering inside the temple for the 

ceremony led by the Buddhist monks. 2015.196.398.2-.5: Images of a monk tying 

strings around people’s wrists, in the basi ceremony "mat khene," to symbolize 

well-being and connection. There are people praying and eating in the 

background. 2015.196.398.6: Image of celebrants and spiritual decorations at 

the Lao New Year ceremony inside the temple. 2015.196.398.7-.9: Images of raw 

sugar cane stalks that are cut and peeled for selling and eating at the festival 

held outside on the temple grounds. 2015.196.398.10-.11: Images of a vendor at 

the marketplace held outside during the festival. 2015.196.398.12-.13: Images of 
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a monk tying strings around people’s wrists, in the basi ceremony "mat 

khene", to symbolize well-being and connection. There are people praying and 

eating in the background. 2015.196.398.14: Image of a celebrant placing flowers 

around the base of the statue of Buddha that is outside at the entrance to the 

temple grounds. 2015.196.398.15: Image of the resident monk Khoutavong 

spraying the procession with water from a hose, symbolizing the cleansing 

aspect of the New Year ceremony. 2015.196.398.16: Image of young musicians 

and dancers at the September 15, 2018, Lao cultural presentation at the 

Connecticut Historical Society. 2015.196.398.17: Image of the resident monk 

Khoutavong spraying the procession with water from a hose, symbolizing the 

cleansing aspect of the New Year ceremony. 2015.196.398.18-.31: Images of the 

procession with a person playing khene, drummers, and celebrants. 

2015.196.398.32-.33: Images of celebrants offering water to the monks to wish 

them health and happiness. 2015.196.398.34: Image of the money stupa, a part 

of the ceremonial decorations. The money is donated to the monks. 

2015.196.398.35-.36: Images of celebrants offering water to the monks to wish 

them health and happiness. 2015.196.398.37: Image of the money stupa, a part 

of the ceremonial decorations. The money is donated to the monks. 

2015.196.398.38: Image of deity statues outside on the temple grounds.


