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Title To His Excellency William Shirley, Esqr. Capt. General & Govr. in 

Chief in & over his Majesty's Province of ye Massachusetts Bay in New 

England Major General & Commander in Chief of all his Majesty's Land 

forces in North America. And to ye Legislators of ye Several Provinces 

Concerned in ye Expedition to Crown Point. This plan of Hudsons 

River from Albany to Fort Edward...

Date 1756

Primary Maker Thomas Johnston

Medium Engraving; black printer's ink on laid paper, backed with paper

Description Two main maps, one of part of the Hudson River and the other part 

of Lake George. The Hudson River map is oriented east-west, with Albany City to 

the south and Lakes George and Champlain to the north. Various features of the 

river's flow are noted: notes about rocks, fast-moving or still water, and 
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waterfalls appear on the map. The following forts are labeled and depicted with 

a symbol: Fort Edward, General Nicholsons' Fort, Saratoga, Fort William Henry, 

Ticonderoga, and Crown Point. A "carrying place" and the wagon road to Lake 

George are also marked. The map depicting part of Lake George focuses on Fort 

William Henry and the British camps set up around it, all flying the British flag. 

The inscription identifies the construction materials and the diagram labels the 

dungeon, storehouse, guard houses, barracks and magazines. Canoes are 

banked on the lake, and a British ship and two manned canoes are in it. To the 

left, there is an inset box with notes explaining three of the four numbers found 

on the map: 1 identifies the spot where Colonel Ephraim Williams was killed, 2 

marks the place where Colonel Titcomb was killed, and 3 identifies the army's 

camps, with the commanding generals' and colonels' names next to each one. 

Below the inset, also to the left of the map, there is a note explaining that the 

number 4 was the hill on which battle was waged. Right below the cartouche, 

there is an inset map of Fort Edward, along the Hudson River. The inscription 

identifies the construction material, and the diagram labels the hospital, 

storehouse, magazine and barracks. The title is contained within a decorative 

cartouche, featuring a leafy design with scrolls and small flowers. At the top, 

there is a banner with the Latin phrase "pro rege et republica," which means, 

"for king and state."

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (image height x width): 17 13/16 x 27 1/4in. 

(45.2 x 69.2cm) Sheet (height x width): 18 7/8 x 27 9/16in. (47.9 x 70cm) Mount 

(height x width): 19 3/8 x 27 9/16in. (49.2 x 70cm)


