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Title Trunk

Date leather 1750-1770, trunk 1805

Primary Maker Unknown

Medium Painted and gilded leather, wood, newspaper, iron hardware

Description Rectangular wooden trunk covered with mid-eighteenth century 

embossed, painted and gilt leather and lined with newspaper dated 1805. The 

top has squared corners and fits down over a lip at the interior top front and 

sides of the trunk. The leather covers all but the bottom of the trunk and is 

painted with embossed rococo designs of red, white, green and blue flowers, gilt 

and painted scrolls, all on a painted light green background. The lower front and 

side edges of the top have a thick strip of decorative brown leather held in place 

with tacks; the lower edge of the leather has a pinked, or jagged, scalloped edge. 

Each side of the top and body is lined with a thin strip of brown leather that is 
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tacked with brass or iron nails onto the trunk. Hardware includes a pair of iron 

hinges joining the top to the body of the trunk. The lower front edge of the top 

has an iron strap below the leather that pivots on a hinge to join the iron lock 

escutcheon on the front of the body of the trunk. Interior. The interior of the 

trunk, both the lid and the body, is completely lined with newspaper printed in 

black ink. A portion of the newspaper is printed with the title, location and date 

of "THE COURIER/ NORWICH (CON.) PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY - THOMAS 

HUBBARD - AT HIS OFFICE IN CHELSEA/ [VOL IX.] WEDNESDAY APRIL 17, 1805 

[NO. 22]". The remainder of the newspaper is printed with one or two articles 

and a great number of advertisements and legal notices. Condition: The leather 

is carefully pieced to cover the trunk and has holes which do not correspond to 

matching tack holes in the wood; this suggests that the leather was used for 

another purpose before being applied to the trunk. The scalloped brown leather 

is also lightly cracked; a piece has torn off of the back left side. The painted 

leather is lightly cracked and worn, revealing the tin undercoat. There are some 

insect holes in the painted leather. The interior bottom of the trunk has insect 

holes in the newspaper and wood. The leather has been cleaned. Design and 

Construction Details: The construction of the trunk is obscurred by the leather 

and newspaper. The top and body of the trunk are probably constructed with 

butt joints that are secured with nails. A lip, consisting of a thin strip of wood 

with a tapered top and bottom edge, is applied to the interior of the top front 

and side edges of the body of the trunk. The painted leather covering consists of 

several pieces that are arefully fitted together. The leather is applied to the trunk 
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with small iron tacks; larger iron tacks are used to attach the brown leather to 

the edges and corners of the trunk. The leather does not completely cover the 

bottom of the trunk. The newspaper is glued to all interior surfaces, edges, and 

the lip of the trunk.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (height x width x depth): 9 x 23 1/4 x 10 3/4in. 

(22.9 x 59.1 x 27.3cm)


