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Basic Detail Report

Title Corner Cupboard

Date 1751-1906

Primary Maker Reverend Eliphalet Williams

Medium Pine, brass and iron hardware

Description Pine corner cupboard in the Chippendale, or rococo, style. The
corner cupboard is a single unit, consisting of a deep, arched, recessed opening
with a shell over two shelves, above a cabinet enclosed by two doors. The top
has a band of narrow cornice molding over a horizontal rail. In the center, where
the horizontal cornice molding touches the arch at the top of the shell, is a
projecting, wooden, keystone. The keystone is flanked by a triangular recessed
panel, and a vertical stile at the corner with an applied projecting panel. The
recessed shell below the cornice moldings and arch consists of three petals in
the center surrounded by fifteen recessed rays. The shell is flanked by a fluted
pilaster, or flat column; the pilasters have a capitol at top that connects to the
arch over the shell. Below the shell are two narrow shelves; each shelf conforms
to the deep, curved shape of the cabinet, has a projecting, semi-circular area in
the center, and a chamfered notch cut into the top surface to form a rest for
plates. The cabinet doors below are plain, with a panel in the center that has
chamfered edges. The top and side edges of the corner cupboard are framed by
boards (a later addition) that project beyond the front of the corner cupboard
and has a molded edge. The interior arrangement of the cupboard consists of
one full-width shelf (now missing). Hardware includes a pair of iron butterfly

hinges on the outer edge of each cupboard door. The right cupboard door has a
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small brass handle on the leftmost side. Condition: The corner cupboard was
removed from its original location and installed in a second home prior to
acquisition by the museum. The top may have been cut down, resulting in the
loss of some additional cornice molding. Additionally, canted elements may
have been removed from each side of the corner cupboard. A frame has been
screwed to the top and sides of the corner cupboard. Additional strips of wood
have been added to the back of the corner cupboard, around the top front edge
of the shell. The center vertical board below the shell has split. The corner
cupboard has been refinished. Design and Construction Details: The corner
cupboard is formed with panel-and-frame construction. The shell is built up and
carved out of 19 curved laminations, nailed together through the back. The back
of the section below the shell is formed of eight curved vertical boards. These
are secured at each side to the back of the pilasters with vertical glue blocks.
The narrow shelves are held in place with nails through the curved back of the
corner cupboard. The front edge of each shelf is molded with a quarter circle
flanked by a fillet. The shelf above the cabinet is formed from a single board. The
cupboard doors are formed of panel-and-frame construction and secured at
each corner with wooden pins. The back and sides of the cupboard consist of a
single panel inside a plain frame.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (approximate overall height x width x depth):

911/4x441/8x211/4in.(231.8x112.1 x 54cm)
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