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Title Tray

Date 1826-1836

Primary Maker Thomas Mayer

Medium Mold-formed buff-colored earthenware with a blue-tinted glaze and 

underglaze cobalt blue decoration

Description Small, oval, buff-colored earthenware tray with a blue-tinted glaze, 

a type of ceramic known as pearlware. Each end of the tray has a raised, scrolled 

decoration. The center of the tray has a dark blue underglaze transfer-printed 

pattern that shows the seal of the state of Connecticut. The pattern shows an 

oval, lacy border containing the word "CONNECTICUT" above. Inside the border, 

an elaborate scrolled cartouche with three groups of clouds inside sits on a pile 

of ammunition and cannons. Clouds fill the sky above the seal inside the oval. 

Outside the oval, the border consists of trumpet flowers and vines on a field of 
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dark blue. The edge of the rim is decorated with a series of scalloped reeds 

interrupted periodically with circles or wheels. There is some crazing on the 

bottom of the tray, inside the foot.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (height x width x depth): 1 3/8 x 8 3/8 x 7in. (3.5 

x 21.3 x 17.8cm)


