Title Architectural Tiles

Date about 1740

Primary Maker Reverend Colonel Elisha Williams

Medium Hand-pressed tin-glazed earthenware with cobalt blue decoration
Description Two square, tin-glazed earthenware tiles with a different hand-
painted cobalt blue decoration on each. Tile (.a): The first tile has a pattern
showing a group of three different houses beneath a tree on a small hill. At the
base of the hill, a fence and a bridge to the right separate the land from the body
of water in the foreground. There is another small house and tree on land to the

left of the scene, and three tall structures located on hills in the far distance. This
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scene is surrounded by a border of curved lines with a large dot between each
line. Each corner of the tile is decorated with with appears to be a quarter of a
flower. Tile (.b): The second tile has the same quarter flowers at each corner,
and a border of curved lines with a large dot between each line, surrounding a
scene. On this tile, the scene shows a man wearing a wide-brimmed hat sitting
on a horse, riding up a road to the right. A structure and tree sit on a hill to the
right behind the road. A dog is standing on the hill in front of the structure,
looking at the man on the horse. Each tile shows wear around the edges of the
decorated surface, with small scratches that have accumulated some dirt. One
tile (.a) has accumulated significant scratches and dirt on the decorated surface
of the tile.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (width x depth of both tiles): 5 x 5in. (12.7 x 12.7

cm)
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