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Title Pieced Quilt

Date 1850-1860

Primary Maker Mary Whaples

Medium Pieced cotton

Description Pieced quilt with a hexagonal or honeycomb pattern surrounded on 

each side by a flying geese border. The quilt consists of a pieced top of plain-

woven cotton, batting, and a plain-woven cotton backing; the three layers are 

joined with a hand-stitched quilting pattern. The center of the quilt is filled with 

a field of white hexagons each surrounded by six hexagons in a printed cotton, 

or calico; these flowers are arranged in concentric circles of similarly-colored 

borders around a central hexagon. At one side this pattern is interrupted by 

three flowers made of pale yellow cotton. The hexagonal pieced center of the 

quilt is surrounded by a band of pink and white calico, then a border of triangles 

in white flowers on blue cotton or blue dots on white cotton. The quilting 



Basic Detail Report

Page  of 2 2

pattern is hexagonal and follows the shape of the pieced hexagons. Each side of 

the quilt has straight grain white cotton binding. The backing consists of plain-

woven white cotton with a pale printed stripe. Condition: Several areas of the 

quilt have been repaired with lines of machine-stitching; the machine-stitching 

is dense and haphazard. The printed pattern on the pink calico border has 

brown dye rot. Portions of the fabric have lost their color. The top has scattered 

light brown stains and tears.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (length x width): 76 1/2 x 74 1/2in. (194.3 x 189.2

cm)


