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Title Teacup and Saucer

Date about 1880s

Primary Maker Unknown

Medium Mold-formed porcelain with gilding and overglaze enamels in red, blue, 

black, green, and pink

Description Round, porcelain teacup (.a) and saucer (.b) that are elaborately 

decorated with Japanese scenes. Both the teacup and saucer have the same 

four scenes pictured on the surface. The first scene shows a group of seven birds 

flying through the air in a 'V' formation over the ocean. The second scene shows 

three men dressed in robes standing on the banks of a river with a tree and 

waterfall in the background. The third scene shows a crowd of women in 

kimonos standing on the bank of a river and on the porch of a building. The 

fourth fan-shaped scene shows a group of flowers on a peach background. Each 
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scene is separated by areas of the porcelain that are decorated with scrolls and 

leaves. A band of gold and red abstract geometric shapes decorates the rim of 

both the teacup and saucer. Some of this decoration spills over the rim of the 

teacup. The inside bottom of the teacup shows a Japanese man in a robe 

walking through a field while playing a flute. The teacup has an additional gold 

and red handle and scalloped foot. There is a small scorch mark on the inside 

bottom of the teacup.

Dimensions Component (height x width including handle x depth of teacup): 2 1

/2 x 4 3/8 x 3 3/4in. (6.4 x 11.1 x 9.5cm) Component (diameter of saucer): 5 1/2in. 

(14cm)


