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Title Chair

Date 1840-1870

Primary Maker Unknown

Medium Pine

Description Pine folding chair in the Gothic revival style. Each side of the chair 

consists of five evenly spaced vertical ribs; the ribs are held together by a 
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horizontal support at each end. The upper third of each side of the chair is 

curved slightly, while the ribs that form the lower two thirds of the sides are 

straight. The seat is located about one third of the way down the chair, just 

below where the curve begins. The seat consists of ten ribs that are all joined 

with a pin through the center of the chair. Each side of the folding chair crosses 

about two thirds of the way down the chair. Condition: There is light wear on the 

lower sides of the ribs and both horizontal supports on each side. Four of the 

caps from the ends of the wooden pins are missing. Design and Construction 

Details: The five vertical ribs that form each side are tenoned to a horizontal 

support at each end; the center and each end rib is tenoned and pinned to the 

horizontal support. The seat is constructed of ten horizontal ribs; five alternating 

ribs are joined to each side with a wooden pin that extends completely through 

the five seat ribs and five side ribs. The ten seat ribs are joined in the center with 

a wooden pin completely through the center. Two thirds down the chair, where 

the sides cross, the side ribs are joined with a wooden pin through the ten side 

ribs. The side and seat ribs pivot on the wooden pins when the folding chair is 

closed. The wooden pins are cylindrical, with a small cap at each end (four are 

missing).

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (overall height x width x depth): 28 1/8 x 21 15

/16 x 11 1/8in. (71.4 x 55.7 x 28.3cm)


