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Title Woman's Cape

Date about 1890-1900

Primary Maker Unknown

Medium Machine-stitched and hand-stitched wool and silk, with metallic braid, 

wool braid, silk fringe, and ferrous metal hooks and eyes

Description Woman's cape of light blue, twill-woven, heavily fulled wool. The 

cape has a 2 5/8-inch-wide collar which may have been meant to stand up or 

turn down, depending on the desire of the wearer, as it is decorated on both 

sides with narrow gray wool braid and silver braid soutache laid in tightly 

packed foliate designs. A 7 1/4-inch-deep shoulder cape is attached below the 

collar. It is also decorated with the soutache braids and edged with silver-gray 

silk fringe. This same soutache and fringe edge the center front opening on both 

sides and continue around the bottom. The opening fastens with hooks and 

eyes. The cape is box-pleated into the neck seam under the shoulder cape and is 

gathered over the shoulders. Both layers of the cape are lined with dark gray silk 

satin, except around the upper back and chest, which are lined with fine, light 

gray silk.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (center back length x hem circumference): 31 3

/4 x 103in. (80.6 x 261.6cm)


