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Title Girl's Dress

Date about 1867; altered about 1880-1885

Primary Maker Emeline Beebe

Medium Machine-stitched and hand-stitched silk and cotton, with silk-covered 

bone or wood buttons and ferrous metal hooks and eyes
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Description Girl's dress of pink silk, originally one-piece, but altered to a two-

piece dress consisting of a bodice and skirt. The bodice is plain, with a slightly 

wide, round neckline. The two-piece sleeves are three-quarter-length. The 

center back opening fastens with seven self-covered buttons. The bodice front is 

fitted with four five-inch-long darts. The curved side back seams of the bodice 

back are top-stitched with a close machine-stitch. The bodice is lined with plain 

linen. The skirt is smooth in front, knife-pleated over the hips, and cartridge-

pleated across the back. Five rows of scalloped, self-fabric ruffles border the 

bottom. The center back opening extends five inches and fastens with hooks 

and eyes at the 1 1/4-inch-wide waistband. The skirt is lined with plain linen. 

There is an in-seam pocket on the right side. The skirt ruffles are stitched with 

machine-chain stitch.

Dimensions Bodice (length x width across shoulders): 11 1/2 x 10in. (29.2 x 25.4

cm)


