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Title Girl's Dress

Date about 1881-1885

Primary Maker Unknown
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Medium Machine-stitched silk and cotton, with silk-covered ferrous metal 

buttons, cotton or linen machine-made lace

Description Girl's two-piece dress of black and white silk gingham. The bodice (.

a) extends below the hips, with the gingham, trimmed with maroon silk, draped 

across the lower front. The neckline is high and round and is surrounded by a 

ruff of self-fabric trimmed with maroon silk. The long sleeves end in turn-back 

cuffs, also trimmed with the maroon silk. Bobbin-type lace extends from the 

cuffs. The bodice is fitted with vertical darts in front. The bodice opens for 

seventeen inches down the center back. It fastens with ten buttons that are 

covered with black/white shot silk. The silk draping the bottom of the bodice is 

gathered into puffs; it is edged with triangular points of maroon silk and silk 

gingham. The bodice is lined with white cotton. The skirt (.b) is pleated into the 

brown cotton sateen waistband. The bottom of the skirt is bordered with a band 

of bias self-fabric, flanked by ruffles of pleated self-fabric. A gathered ruffle with 

trimming of maroon silk is stitched along the bottom edge. The skirt is lined with 

loosely-woven white cotton. There is an in-seam pocket on the right side. The 

waistband fastens with a pique button inlaid with abalone. A bag of fabric scraps 

accompanies the dress.

Dimensions Component (bodice length x width across shoulders): 30 x 12in. 

(76.2 x 30.5cm) Component (skirt length x width across waist x hem 

circumference): 21 3/4 x 12 x 59 1/2in. (55.2 x 30.5 x 151.1cm)


