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Basic Detail Report

Date about 1892-1893

Primary Maker Mary Gray Morris

Medium Machine-stitched and hand-stitched wool and cotton, with steel
boning, hooks and eyes, and glass buttons

Description Woman's tea gown of cream-colored lightweight wool challis,
printed with sprigs of blue flowers. The gown has a standing band collar, 1 7/8
inches wide, and a V-shaped neckline insert of ruched silk in a color similar to
the challis. The base of the neckline insert is decorated in the back with a silk
moire bow. The large, leg-o'-mutton sleeves are overlaid on the shoulders with
six-inch-wide wings that are gathered into the seam with the neckline insert. The
sleeves, which are very full at the top, taper to a narrow wrist. The front of the
dress is gathered and falls straight to the hem; the center back of the dress is
similarly constructed. However, while the dress appears to be loose-fitting, it is
actually closely fitted by bodice piecing and darts, along with the structure of
the bodice lining, which is boned in all the seams. The center front opening of
the dress extends 21 1/4 inches and fastens with glass buttons in the lining, and
with hooks and eyes in the area of the neckline insert and collar. The front
fullness of the dress is controlled by a tan-colored silk ribbon belt tied with a
large non-functioning bow, which hooks together on the proper left side. The
bottom of the skirt is edged with a 2 1/2-inch deep self-fabric ruffle. The lining of
the bodice is tan cotton. The skirt lining is plain, white cotton. The skirt lining,
which is separate from the skirt except at the seams, has a facing of the printed

challis around the bottom.
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Basic Detail Report

Dimensions Component (hem circumference x length x width across shoulders):

107 x531/4 x 11in. (271.8 x 135.3 x 27.9cm)
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