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Title Purse

Date about 1860-1880

Primary Maker Unknown

Medium Hand-embroidered and machine-stitched wool and silk, with silk 

covered wooden tassels, silk covered cotton cord, and plain cotton cord

Description Black wool broadcloth bag, embroidered in petit point with a spray 

of red/pink roses on one side and red/pink lily-like flowers on the other side. The 

edges of the purse are bordered with a two-tone green toothed design. The bag 

was lined in black silk (now almost completely disintegrated). A long loop of 

brown cotton cord is attached to each side of the top edge. The side seams are 

open for about 1 1/2-inches; a cord-covered disk over the looped cord slides up 

and down to alter the width of the purse opening, by allowing the sides of the 

purse to open or close. The top of the purse closes with a button and loop.
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Dimensions Primary Dimensions (height x width): 7 1/2 x 7 1/8in. (19.1 x 18.1cm) 

Other (length of cord loops): 11 3/8in. (28.9cm)


