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Title Dress

Date about 1905-1910
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Primary Maker Lucy Seymour Matthews

Medium Machine-stitched wool and cotton, with silk thread, silk ribbon, and 

steel hooks and eyes

Description Cream-colored, plain-woven wool/cotton fabric, printed with a 

delicate pattern of purple roses and green foliage, on a stippled green 

background. The bodice is styled with the fashion fabric ruched throughout, in 

rows approximately two inches apart. The neckline is wide and is trimmed with 

a self-fabric ruffle. The elbow-length sleeves are also ruched and trimmed with a 

self-fabric ruffle. The bodice is lined with a lightweight, plain-woven linen or 

starched cotton fabric. The center back opening is stiffened with boning for 

about six inches; it closes with hooks and eyes. The side seam allowances are 

ironed open, with the raw edges bound in a narrow cream silk tape. A petersham 

of cream silk 1 1/4-inch ribbon is mounted at the waistline, and has been 

extended with a 5-inch strip of purple tape, where the original tape apparently 

broke off. The skirt is of matching fabric, and is also ruched throughout in rows 

approximately four inches apart. The skirt has a short train, and the bottom 

edge is trimmed with a double ruffle. The lining is the same as that used in the 

bodice. The hem under the ruffle trimming is bound with cream-colored twill-

woven wool tape. The skirt opens at center back with a hook and eye at the 

waistline, and snaps in the placket.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (height x width of bodice): 16 x 18in. (40.6 x 45.7

cm)


