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Title Waistcoat

Date about 1785-1795

Primary Maker Monson Hayt

Medium Hand-stitched wool, linen, silver buttons, and silver wrapped thread

Description Waistcoat with a red wool broadcloth front and collar. It is double-

breasted with 26 small silver buttons, and it is embellished with silver-wrapped 
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thread embroidery of leaves within straight, narrow lines (created by closely laid 

diagonal stitches) along the edges of the waistcoat opening, bottom, and collar. 

The buttons have edges that are slightly serrated. The collar stands straight, 

about 1 3/4 inches high. A short and wide revers below the collar is edged with 

silver embroidery. Two pockets are also embellished with embroidery. The 

waistcoat back is plain-woven linen (possibly with some cotton) of a rather 

heavy weight. This same fabric also makes up the lining. Side panels of red twill-

woven wool are stitched between the red broadcloth and the backing fabric. To 

make the garment larger, it was split up the middle of the back, and an insertion 

of similar cotton fabric was added. The original back ties of the waistcoat are 

torn off.

Dimensions Primary Dimensions (center back length x width across chest): 26 x 

19in. (66 x 48.3cm)


